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tions of cure to all, he went into his private apartment
and opened a little of the young lunatic's skull; he
attempted to seize with his forceps the centipede which
was curled on his brain. An idea struck me, and I
spoke out, saying, c If you will heat the forceps in the
fire, and then apply it to the centipede's back, it will
be better, as it will then come out of its own accord;
but if you thus attempt to pull it off, it will not quit
its grasp on the brain, and [the patient's] life will be
endangered/1 On hearing this, the Gusd,ln looked
towards me; silently he rose up, and, without saying
a word, he went to the corner of the garden, and
seizing a tree in his grasp, he formed his long hair
into a noose, and hanged himself. I went to the spot,
and saw, alas! alas ! that he was dead. I became
quite afflicted at the strange and astonishing sight;
but being helpless, I thought it best to bury him.
The moment I began to take him down from the tree,
two keys dropt from his locks; I took them up, and
interred that treasure of excellence in the earth.
Having taken with me the two keys, I began to apply
them to all the locks. By chance I opened the locks
of two rooms with these keys, and perceived that they
were filled from the floor to the roof with precious
stones; in one place I saw a chest covered with velvet,
with clasps of gold, and locked. When I opened it,
then I saw in it a book, in which was written the
" Most awful of Names/32 and the mode of invoking

1  This exceedingly absurd story is of Rabbinical origin.    I have a strong
impression on my mind of having read something very like it long ago in
the works of Philo Judaeus, the contemporary of Josephus.

2  The Ismi A'zam, or the "Most Mighty Name" [of God] is a rnagis
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